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Wind Energy: New Economic Opportunities is made possible by

generous contributions from the following organizations:

P A R T N E R I N G  S P O N S O R S  

P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R S

Minnesota Department of Commerce 

NEG Micon USA, Inc. 

Xcel Energy

G O L D  S P O N S O R S  

GE Wind Energy 

Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Agency 

Missouri River Energy Services 

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R S  

AgStar Financial Services

enXco

Farm Credit Services of MN Valley, Ag Country Farm Credit Services

and Farm Credit Services of Grand Forks 

GMcNeilus, LLC Wind Energy Company

HDR Engineering

Izaak Walton League of America, Midwest Office 

Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient Economy 

Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance 

Otter Tail Power Company 

Project Resources Corporation

SSESCO  

The Minnesota Project 

Vestas-American Wind Technology, Inc. 

Zilkha Renewable Energy

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R S  

Clean Water Action Alliance 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture 

W E L C O M E

Through innovative legislative policy,

state programs, and utility initiatives,

Minnesota has begun a transition to

using clean, renewable, and domestic

energy sources. As the most cost-

competitive and market-ready 

renewable energy technology, wind

energy is at the forefront of this 

transition.

This conference draws together a

diverse group of businesses, utilities,

state agencies, elected officials, energy

regulators, advocates, experts, engaged

citizens and media – embracing a broad

range of economic development, 

environmental and political interests –

to address the issues that need to be 

incorporated into a plan for shaping this

region’s energy future with wind power. 

The goals of the conference are: 

•To provide a forum to advance the 

"Renewable Energy Objective" which 

was adopted as Minnesota state policy 

in 2001;

• to encourage the expansion of 

sustainable wind energy and its use; 

• to promote the growth of a state and 

regional wind energy manufacturing 

industry; and

•to facilitate development of 

community-based wind projects.

The Conference Steering Committee and

I aimed to put together a program that

covers the challenges and the enormous

possibilities for the wind industry. We

are glad you have taken the time to be

with us.

Regards,

Lisa Daniels, Windustry Director

C O N F E R E N C E  S P O N S O R S



A B O U T  U S

Windustry builds collaborations and

provides technical support to create an

understanding of wind energy 

opportunities for economic 

development. Windustry is affiliated

with the Institute for Agriculture and

Trade Policy (IATP) in Minneapolis,

Minnesota. The Institute promotes

resilient family farms, rural 

communities and ecosystems around

the world through research and 

education, science and technology, and

advocacy.

W I N D  E N E R G Y :  N E W  E C O N O M I C
opportunities

E V E N T  H I G H L I G H T S

T H U R S D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  2 1 ,  2 0 0 2

7:00 AM
Registration open- Mezzanine Lobby

7:30 AM
Wind Energy 101 An overview of the basics of wind technology, 
economics and environmental benefits. Includes a continental breakfast and is
open to everybody. Fee $10
Location: M100 (AB / IJ) 

Everything You ever Wanted to Know about Wind Energy A continental
breakfast for legislators and other elected officials. Fee $10
Location: M101 (BC)

9:30 AM
Welcome, Dedication, and Opening Plenary Session The opening session will
feature government and wind industry leaders sharing their 
perspectives and visions for wind energy in Minnesota and the Midwest.
Speakers will include Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak, Mark Ritchie from the
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (dedication) and government and
business leaders.
Location: L100

12:30 PM
Lunch/Keynote Speaker Paul Leinberger, Ph.D., RoperASW. Roper Green
Gauge ReportTM , the nation's pre-eminent guide for surviving and 
thriving in the green marketplace.
Location: L100

5:15 PM
Networking Session Refreshments and time to visit exhibits. 

F R I D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  2 2 ,  2 0 0 2

8:00 AM
Registration open- Mezzanine Level

12:00 PM
Lunch/Closing Plenary Session: Unleashing Wind’s Potential A panel 
discussion on how emerging technologies will open markets for wind
power. 
Location: L100

2:30 PM
Conference adjourns

2:45 PM
Minnesota Department of Commerce will hold a public meeting on
Minnesota’s production payment incentive. 
Location M101 (BC)



7:00 AM Registration

7:30 - 9:00 AM Breakfast Tutorials

9:30 - 10:45 AM Welcome / Opening 
Session  (Room L100)

10:45 AM Break

11:15 AM - 12:30 PM Session 1

12:30 - 2:00 PM Lunch  (Room L100)

2:00 - 3:15 PM Session 2 

3:15 PM Break

3:40 - 5:00 PM Session 3

5:15 - 7:00 PM Networking Session  (Lower Level Lobby)

8:00 AM Registration

9:00 - 10:20 AM Session 4

10:20 AM Break

10:40 AM - 12:00 Noon Session 5

12:00 Noon - 2:30 PM Lunch / Closing Session
(Room L100)

2:30 PM Adjourn

Registration will be open from 7 AM - 2 PM 

Wind Energy 101 (Room M100 AB / IJ)
The basics of wind technology, economics and environmental benefit
Moderator: J. Drake Hamilton, Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficie
•John Dunlop, American Wind Energy Association
•Mick Sagrillo, Sagrillo Power & Light

Perspectives on Wind Energy Economics and Policy
Moderator: Betsy Engelking, Great River Energy
•Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak

Keynote Speaker: Paul Leinberger, Ph.D., RoperASW Roper Gr

Registration will be open from 8 - 11 AM

Unleashing Wind’s Potential How emerging technologies will ope
Moderator: Lyle Wray, Citizen’s League
•Lyle Wray, Citizens League
•Robert Goff, R4 Energy

T H U R S D A Y  N O V E M B E R  2 1 ,  2 0 0 2

F R I D A Y N O V E M B E R  2 2 ,  2 0 0 2

A D V A N C I N G  M I N N E S O T A ’ S  R E N E W A B L E
E N E R G Y  O B J E C T I V E  (Room M101 BC)

Resource Planning
What is a good faith effort to meet the REO? Big and small 
projects, contracting vs. owning projects
Moderator: Betsy Engelking, Great River Energy
•Mike Bull, Minnesota House of Representatives
•Daniel Hayes, Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
•Kate O’Connell, MN Dept. of Commerce

Transmission Policy
How the Minnesota PUC views the Renewable Energy Objective
Commissioner Phyllis Reha, MN Public Utilities Commission

Transporting wind-generated electricity to load centers
Moderator: Beth Soholt, Wind on the Wires / Izaak Walton 
League of America

•Linda Taylor, MN Dept. of Commerce
•Glen Skarbakka, Consultant on wind/transmission issues
•Audrey Zibelman, TRANSLink

Integrating Wind Energy
Blending wind energy into a utility’s power supplies
Moderator: Matt Schuerger, Wind on the Wires
•Brent Kitchen, Alliant Energy
•Stephen Jones, Xcel Energy
•Brian Parsons, National Renewable Energy Laboratory

Green Pricing Programs: Consumer Choice Opportunities
Green certification standards, utility program best practices and
results, and current issues in green pricing programs in Minnesota
Moderator: Mike Taylor, MN Dept. of Commerce, Energy Office
•J. Drake Hamilton, Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy (ME3)

•Mike Taylor, MN Dept. of Commerce, Energy Office
•Jeff Peters, Missouri River Energy Services

Credit Trading for the Renewable Energy Objective
Establishing a renewable energy credit trading system for utilities
in Minnesota
Moderator: Ken Wolf, MN Dept. of Commerce 
•Mike Sloan, Virtus Energy Research Associates
•Dan Lieberman, Center for Resource Solutions
•Michael Noble, Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy (ME3)

S C H E D U L E  O F  E V E N T S

Which sessions should I attend?

This conference is intended for a wide 

audience, covering a broad range of topics

and perspectives. The sessions are categorized

into four tracks: Advancing Minnesota's

Renewable Energy Objective, Economic

Development, Community-based Wind, and

Citizen and Landowner Workshops. Attendees

are welcome to attend sessions in any track. 

Advancing Minnesota’s "Renewable 

Energy Objective"

This track explores options and strategies for

reaching Minnesota’s goal of having ten 

percent renewable energy by 2015. The 

objective is part of a state law passed in 2001.

Target audiences: utilities, utility regulators,

state agencies, energy system planners, 

transmission planners, policymakers, and

developers. 

Economic Development 

This track will connect wind energy and 

economic development with a focus on 

establishing a vibrant wind energy industry in

Minnesota and the Midwest. Target audiences:

economic development professionals, 

community planners, manufacturers, money

lenders, Chamber of Commerce members,

post-secondary instructors, and all who are

interested in the economic benefits of 

establishing a new industry. Sessions will be

approachable to wind energy beginners. 

Community-based Wind 

This track presents opportunities for 

communities to develop their wind resource,

including practical information about financ-

ing and technical issues. Target audiences:

Rural electric cooperative staff and directors,

municipal utilities, elected officials, community

planners, community leaders and activists,

money lenders, schools, small businesses, rural

landowners, state agencies, U.S. Department

of Agriculture, and interested citizens. 

Citizen and Landowner Workshops

The sessions in this track are designed to be

interactive workshops, concentrating on the

practical steps of developing wind projects.

Topics include small and large-scale wind 

systems, leasing your land versus owning your

own wind project, and how to support wind

energy development from an urban setting.

Target audiences: rural landowners and inter-

ested citizens. 



ts
ent Economy (ME3)

•J. Drake Hamilton, ME3
•David Blecker, Earth Energy Systems, Ltd.

•Mark Ritchie, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy •Government and business leaders

reen Gauge ReportTM , the nation's pre-eminent guide for surviving and thriving in the green marketplace

en markets for wind power 

•George P. Nassos, Illinois Institute of Technology •State Senator Steve Kelley and State Representative Phil Krinkie (invited)
•Dick Broeker, University of Minnesota's Experiment in Rural Cooperation

Everything You Always Wanted to Know about Wind Power (Room M101 BC) 
A continental breakfast for legislators and other elected officials
Moderator: Dee Long, Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ME3)
•Brian Parsons, National Renewable Energy Lab •Troy Gagliano, National Council for State Legislators
•Linda Taylor, MN Dept of Commerce •Tom Wind, P.E., Utility Consulting Engineer

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  (Room M100 DC)

Wind Power and Economic Development
Status, markets, applications, technology, economics and local
benefits of wind energy
Moderator: Steve Clemmer, Union of Concerned Scientists
•John Dunlop, American Wind Energy Association
•Charles Kubert, Environmental Law and Policy Center
•Steve Clemmer, Union of Concerned Scientists
•Dan Otto, Professor of Economics, Iowa State University

Overcoming Challenges to Wind Energy
Education, training, financing and integrating wind power
Moderator: Jack Geller, Center for Rural Policy & Development
•Dennis Hampel, Minnesota West Community and Technical 
College

•Jim Boerboom, MN Dept. of Agriculture
•Tom Wind, Wind Utility Consulting

Building a Wind Industry in Minnesota & the Midwest: Part A
What makes a community attractive to a wind manufacturer?
Moderator: Connie Ireland, Minnesota Technology, Inc. 
•Leif Andersen, NEG Micon USA
•Mark Lofthus, MN Dep. of Trade and Economic Development
•Gary Campbell, Strategy Associates

Building a Wind Industry in Minnesota & the Midwest: Part B
Setting the stage for building a sustainable wind industry 
Moderator: Mark Lofthus, MN Dept. of Trade and Economic 
Development

•Michelle Bissonnette, HDR Engineering
•Gary Stokes, SMI, tower manufacturer
•Mark Ahlstrom, SSESCO
•Mark Eilers, GE Wind Energy

Success Stories  (Room M100 AB / IJ)
Successful wind projects, large and small
Moderator: State Representative Doug Magnus (invited)
•Scott Hain, Worthington Municipal Utility
•Bob Gough, Intertribal Council on Utility Policy
•Tim Seck, Great River Energy
•Tom Arends, Minwind II
•Christopher Reed, Nemadji Research

C O M M U N I T Y - B A S E D  W I N D  (Room M100 AB / IJ)

What Makes a Good Wind Site?
Resource assessment, siting, permitting and local policy
Moderator: Janet Streff, MN Dept. of Commerce, Energy Office
•Rory Artig, MN Department of Commerce, Energy Office
•Larry Hartman, MN Environmental Quality Board
•Tom Wind, Wind Utility Consulting
•Mick Sagrillo, Sagrillo Power & Light
•Jack Keers, Pipestone County Commissioner

Financing Wind Projects
Incentives and how they make projects work and rural money
lenders with wind experience
Moderator: Tobias C. Madden, Federal Reserve Bank of Mpls
•Dan Juhl, DanMar and Associates
•David Gaffaney, USDA Rural Development 
•Keith Eichacker, First National Bank of Pipestone/Fishback 
Financial Corporation

•Ken Reiners, AgStar Financial Services

Wind Rights: a Negotiable Asset
Should you lease your land or build your own wind project?
Moderator: Lisa Daniels, Windustry 
•John Daniels, Willeke & Daniels
•Tom Wind, Wind Utility Consulting
•Jeffrey Paulson, Jeffrey C. Paulson and Associates

Interconnection and Transmission
Overview of transmission access issues and how to interconnect to
the grid
Moderator: Bob Cupit, MN Dept. of Commerce, Energy Office
•David Blecker, Earth Energy Systems, Ltd.
•Wes Slaymaker, enXco
•Mike Michaud, Minnesota Environmental Quality Board 

Success Stories  
Successful wind projects, large and small
Moderator: State Representative Doug Magnus (invited)
•Scott Hain, Worthington Municipal Utility
•Bob Gough, Intertribal Council on Utility Policy
•Tim Seck, Great River Energy
•Tom Arends, Minwind II
•Christopher Reed, Nemadji Research

C I T I Z E N  A N D  L A N D O W N E R  
W O R K S H O P S  (Room M100 GH)

Advocating for Wind Energy 
What you can do to support wind energy from an urban and rural
perspective
Moderator: Diane Jenson, The Minnesota Project 
•Andrea Kiepe, Clean Water Action Alliance
•Carl Nelson, The Minnesota Project
•Cindy Kennedy, Minnesota Council of Churches
•Bob Gough, Intertribal Council on Utility Policy 

Small-scale Wind Systems I
Technology, siting, permitting and zoning
Moderator: Mike Taylor, MN Dept. of Commerce, Energy Office
•Mick Sagrillo, Sagrillo Power & Light
•Joe Kolbach, Energy Maintenance Systems
•Ralph Jacbobson, Innovative Power Systems

Small-scale Wind Systems II
Economics and case studies
Moderator: Mike Taylor, MN Dept. of Commerce, Energy Office
•Trudy Forsyth, National Renewable Energy Laboratory
•Shawn Otto, small wind turbine owner
•Small wind turbine owner,TBA

Building Support for Community Wind Projects
Explores ways to build community interest and momentum
Moderator: Lola Schoenrich, the Minnesota Project
•Sigurd Anderson, Engineering Laboratory Design/Citizens 
United for Responsible Energy 

•Bruce Anderson, RENew Northfield
•Greg Cuomo, West Central Research and Outreach Center
•Kevin Bengston, Moorhead Public Service

Steps to Build a Utility-scale Wind Project
A practical overview of how to put a project together
Moderator: TBA
•Dan Juhl, DanMar and Associates
•Stephen Jones, Xcel Energy
•Mark Willers, Minwind I 



Clean Water Action

326 Hennepin Avenue

Minneapolis, MN 55414

Diana McKeown

612.623.3666 phone

612.623.3354 fax

dmckeown@cleanwater.org

www.cleanwateraction.org

Consulting Engineers Group

4300 220th Street W

Farmington, MN 55024

Vince Granquist

651.463.6350 phone

651.463.6107 fax

vgranquist@ceg-engineers.com

www.ceg-engineers.com

CustomerLink

325 Lake Avenue South

Duluth, MN 55802

Jane Fitzpatrick

800.722.2808 phone

218.722.3287 fax

janefitz@customerlinkone.com

www.customerlink.com

DMI Industries

420 east Main Avenue

West Fargo, ND 58078

Brian Smith

701.282.6959 phone

701.277.1081 fax

bsmith@dmiindustries.com

www.dmiindustries.com

Energy Lifeline Coalition of Wisconsin

PO Box 386

Madison, WI 53701

Cathy Boies

608.251.0101 phone

608.251.2883 fax

boies@cwpb.com

enXco

PO Box 581043

N. Palm Springs, CA 92258

Marilyn Ciepeilinski

1.866.321.WIND phone

612.331.1086 fax

marilyn@projectresources.net

www.enXco.com

GE Wind Energy

2550 University Avenue West, #140N

St. Paul, MN 55104

Mark Eilers

651.644.2191 phone

651.644.2196 fax

mark.eilers@ps.GE.com

www.gewindenergy.com

Great River Energy

18745 East Hwy 10

Elk River, MN 55330

Mark Rathbun and Carole Nelson

763.241.2447 phone

763.241.6247 fax

marathbun@grenergy.com

www.greatriverenergy.org

GroWind, LLC

201 Main Street, PO Box 146

Alta, IA 51002

Rob Hach

866.977.6357 phone

866.224.1631 fax

robhach@growind.com

www.growind.com

Iron Range Resource and Rehabilitation

Agency

1006 Highway 53 South, Box 441

Eveleth, MN 55734

Mike Larson

218.744.7400 phone

218.744.7402 fax

jeanette.wain@irrb.org

www.irrb.org

Izaak Walton League of America

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 202

St. Paul, MN 55104

Beth Soholt

651.649.1446 phone

651.649.1494 fax

BSoholt@iwla.org

www.windonthewires.org

www.iwla.org

M.A. Mortenson Company

700 Meadow Lane North

Minneapolis, MN 55422

Brent Bergland

763.287.5629 phone

763.287.5581 fax

brent.bergland@mortenson.com

www.mortenson.com

Minnesotans for an Energy Efficient

Economy (ME3)

46 East 4th Street, Suite 600

St. Paul, MN 55101

Michael Noble

651.225.0878 phone

651.225.0870 fax

info@me3.org

www.me3.org

Minnesota Department of Commerce -

Energy Information Center

85 7th Place East

St. Paul, MN 55101

Phil Smith

651.296.7988 phone

651.287.7891 fax

phil.smith@state.mn.us

www.commerce.state.mn.us

Minnesota Department of Trade and

Economic Development

500 Metro Square, 121 7th Place East

St. Paul, MN 55101

Mark Lofthus

651.297.4567 phone

651.296.1290 fax

Mark.Lofthus@state.mn.us

www.dted.state.mn.us

Minnesota Office of Environmental

Assistance

520 Lafayette Road N, 2nd Floor

St. Paul, MN 55155-4100

Tim Nolan

651.215.0259 phone

651.215.0246 fax

tim.nolan@state.mn.us

www.moea.state.mn.us

E X H I B I T O R S



Minnesota Project

1885 University Avenue, Suite 315

St. Paul, MN 55104

Lola Schoenrich

651.645.6159 phone

651.645.1262 fax

lschoenrich@mnproject.org

www.mnproject.org

Minnesota Technology Inc.

111 Third Avenue South, Suite 400

Minneapolis, MN 55401

Connie Ireland

507.385.1581 phone

612.373.2901 fax

cireland@mntech.org

www.minnesotatechnology.org

Missouri River Energy Services

PO Box 84610

Sioux Falls, SD 57118

Jeff Peters

605.338.4042 phone

605.334.9753 fax

jpeters@mrenergy.com

www.riverwinds.biz

National Wind Coordinating Committee

1255 23rd Street NW, Suite 275

Washington, DC 22037

Rachel Permut

202.965.6383 phone

rpermut@resolv.org

www.nationalwind.org

NEG Micon USA, Inc.

2850 W. Golf Road, Suite 405

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008

Jesper Michaelsen

847.806.9500 phone

847.806.9100 fax

jmichaelsen@negmicon-usa.com

www.neg-micon.com

Project Resources Corporation

625 8th Avenue SE

Minneapolis, MN 55414

Nancy Tronsgard, Manager

612.331.1486 phone

612.331.1086 fax

nancy@projectresources.net

www.projectresources.net

RENEW Wisconsin

222 S. Hamilton Street

Madison, WI 53703

Michael Vickerman

608.255.4044 phone

608.255.4053 fax

mvickerman@renewwisconsin.org

www.renewwisconsin.org

SSESCO 

1217 Bandana Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55108

Lee Alnes

651.842.4264 phone

651.842.4256 fax

lee@ssesco.com

www.windlogics.com

U.S. Department of Energy - Chicago

Regional Office

One South Wacker Drive, Suite 2380

Chicago, IL 60606-4616

Bill Hui

312.886.8586 phone

312.886.8561 fax

william.hui@ee.doe.gov

www.eren.doe.gov/cro

Vestas - American Wind Technology, Inc.

111 SW Columbia Street, Suite 480

Portland OR 97201

Scott Kringen

503.327.2000 phone

503.327.2001 fax

Skringen@vestas-AwT.com

www.vestas.com

Williams Form Engineering Corp.

280 Ann Street

Grand Rapids, MN 49504

Mark Williams

616.365.9220 phone

616.365.2668 fax

williams@williamsform.com

www.williamsform.com



Windustry and the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 

organized this conference in collaboration with a diverse steering

committee and several work teams. We would like to thank all who

participated for their hard work and support.

S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E

David Benson, Nobles County Commissioner / Southwest Energy

Task Force 

Lisa Daniels, Windustry/Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 

John Dunlop, American Wind Energy Association 

Betsy Engelking, Great River Energy 

Connie Ireland, Minnesota Technology, Inc. 

Mike Larson, Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Agency 

Diana McKeown, Clean Water Action 

Michael Noble, Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient Economy 

Tim Nolan, Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance 

Curtis Pietz, Minnesota Department of Agriculture 

Christopher Reed, Nemadji Research 

Lola Schoenrich, the Minnesota Project 

Beth Soholt, Izaak Walton League of America/Wind on the Wires 

Mike Taylor, Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Office 

W O R K  T E A M  M E M B E R S

Sig Anderson, Communities for Responsible Energy

Rory Artig, Minnesota Department of Commerce

Jack Geller, Center for Rural Policy and Development

Robyn Holdorf, USDA Rural Development

Sarah Johnson, Windustry/Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy

Jack Keers, Pipestone County Commissioner

Andrea Kiepe, Clean Water Action

Rolf Nordstrom, Minnesota Planning

Dorothy Rosemeier, West Central Regional Sustainable Partnership

T H A N K  Y O U

Dedicated in 

memory of 

Senator Paul Wellstone

1944 - 2002


